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struction of numerous military installaAll RUPs needed unobtsructed
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ritory of the military district in the Soviet
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areas. The requirements imposed by
this radio control system had consequently excluded the area on the Caspian Sea shore from consideration
for a new rocket test range. Ironically, the advent of autonomous inertial guidance made radio control obsolete in only a few years.
On 12 February 1955, the USSR Council of Ministers authorized establishing a new rocket test range at the third considered location near the train stop
Tyuratam on the Turkestan railroad line east of the Aral Sea. The new range was
called the Scientific-Research Test Range N.5 (NIIP-5). The Army's 130th Direc

DECREE OF THE COUNCIL OF MINISTERS OF THE USSR
On 12 February 1955, the Chairman of the Council of Ministers of the USSR Nikolai A. Bulganin signed the decree (N.292-181) “On the new testing range for the
Ministry of Defense.” The Decree approved a proposal
... to establish in 1955-1958 the scientific-research and testing range of
the USSR Ministry of Defense for flight tests of [the first Soviet ICBM] R7, [long-range winged missiles] “Burya” and “Buran” with the location of
the main part of the range in the Kzyl-Orda and Karaganda administrative
regions of the Kazakh SSR [Soviet Socialist Republic] between [the towns]
Novo-Kazalinsk and Dzhusaly;
the region of the warhead impact in the Kamchatka region of the RSFSR
[Russian Soviet Federal Socialist Republic] near Cape Ozernoi;
... and the region of the impact of the first stages of the R-7 [rocket] on the
territory of the Akmolinsk administrative region of the Kazakh SSR near
Lake Tengiz ... .
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