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Early History of Spacecraft and Rocketry

be fair, the Banana River
station was no paradise ei-
ther: this hard-luck Florida
post was known among
American naval aviators in
1940s as a “bug capital” of
the world.) The consider-
ations of safety and secu-
rity tended to place rocket
test sites in relatively unin-
habited areas. And there
were very good reasons
why those areas were not
favored by the natives. The
French test sites at Ham-
maguir and in Guiana and
the Australian site at
Woomera were also not un-

Fig. 14.17. Tyuratam  with a harsh continental climate
and cold and windy winters was definitely no Florida.
The author of this book plays in the snow in Tyuratam
in February 1959. Photo courtesy of Mike Gruntman.

Fig. 14.18. Unforgiving land met the first settlers in Tyuratam. The photo on the left (the
author of this book with his mother Raya, ca. 1958) shows barren soil without a trace of
vegetation with a row of prefabricated wooden-plank houses recently erected for the
families of servicemen. The all-penetrating and omnipresent dust was everywhere. Wa-
ter, tireless effort, and care have turned the desert into an oasis. The photo on the right
shows the same spot, as on the left, four years later. Not only the trees and brush ap-
peared but the author of this book (shown with his brother Sergei on the photo) has
grown as well and become a second-grade pupil in the primary school. (The photo was
taken on 1 September 1962, the first day of classes). Photo courtesy of Mike Gruntman.
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This book presents the fascinating story of the events that 
paved the way to space. It introduces the reader to the history 
of early rocketry and the subsequent developments which led 
into the space age. People of various nations and from various 
lands contributed to the breakthrough to space, and the book 
takes the reader to far away places on five continents.  

This world-encompassing view of the realization of the space 
age reflects the author's truly unique personal experience, a life 
journey from a child growing on the Tyuratam launch base in 
the 1950s and early 1960s, to an accomplished space physicist 
and engineer to the founding director of a major U.S. nationally 
recognized program in space engineering in the heart of the American space industry.   

Most publications on the topic either target narrow aspects of rocket and spacecraft history or are 
popular books that scratch the surface, with minimal and sometimes inaccurate technical details.  

This book bridges the gap. It is a one-stop source of numerous technical details usually unavaila-
ble in popular publications. The details are not overbearing and anyone interested in rocketry and 
space exploration will navigate through the book without difficulty. The book also includes many 
quotes to give readers a flavor of how the participants viewed the developments. There are 340 
figures and photographs, many appearing for the first time. 
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